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Dry fly on a Sloveman |

CHARLES JARDINE discovers th

here are few places I know that ex-

cite the senses as much as Slovenia.

A geographic size akin to Wales,

and a backdrop that seems un-

changed, unhurried and deliciously

wild, it's hard to imagine that it’s just two
hours from the UK. The combination of
soaring, dense, and impossibly green forest-
ed mountain heights
thrusting into the
clouds, sewn togeth-

er by turquoise
ribbons of

T like to think I can See £iSh
nope. The 5ra//ir5 on the Soca are
[ike Zrying to spot transparent
smoke in 5a/e. Far worse than
bonetish. They are designed For
hiding in those clear, 5ot grey
and Zan, turguoise pebble—dashed
Zorrents. Did I tell you about
3al‘des? You NEED a 5aids.

The area is inspirationd/. One

river, sparkling torrents that fuel valleys still

farmed with an almost medieval simplicity,_

is so refreshing. Then, of course, there are the
fish: grayling, the reclusive marbled trout,
brown trout and wild rainbows:""
Amidst all the hullaballoo of the Dia-
mond Jubilee celebrations, renowned Amer-
ican photographer David Lambroughton
and I sneaked out of Luton to spend a few days
with one of Slovenia’s leading guides, Rok
Lustrik. Ironically, the world championships
were also being staged in the country at the
time we were there, so water
S

e value of tiny dry flies on the Soca’s rapid currents ’

was a little hard-pressed, but even so, there
are just so many accessible rivers itis a case

‘of grabbing a local day-ticket and fishing ...

well almost.

Along with my usual painting parapher-
nalia, I just happened to pack a 9ft, three-
weight, floating line and waders ... well, it
would have be rude not to. Rok was insistent
that I need not bother with flies, but you do

“feel a little naked and vulnerable without

favoured fly boxes; even'so, I was reasonably
restrained. So, off we went jetting from a wel-
ter of rain and bunting, buffeting in the high
UK winds.
Pitching up at an airport in the dead black
of night adds its own layer of excitement:
There’s no idea what the morning will bring.
N\ Thatis kind of fun. Four or more seasons
in a day, at a guess.

ook at the Soca Valley, and T
downed r1y rod and was soon
///',ﬁfrg parnt and etching lines
across the sketchbook like a man
possessed. This place assaults
2he eyes and Seeps into the rind.
The rivers are just so darn
fishable. From 5rezat Zorrents of
the Soca to tree-Shrowuded
secrecy of the Baca and just

aboeut g\/eryz'/zinj in beteween; from ®
stocked ranboc rivers Zo grayling
dotted ewild expanses ... 2here's
water a every 2eist of Che
/1!5/1«)@/, pee@nj iﬁroush Zhe

Zrees.

Yes: you coill need a getide.
Soreone like Rok will elevate the
experience Zo L(nforjez‘faé/e.
Giides know the place, 2hey know

I —

2he waters, and importaitly, cill
5/07//5/ /]e/‘j/rten eVeryZ‘/]r'rg abocd
Zhe adventure. 76/41/1/73 done this
Zrip with and without a getide,
IVe decided i's a geide For me
every Zime.

. On 2his 2trip I had Zewo.
Overload? Perhaps.

David Lambroughton pictured)
who has Cravelled the world with
rod and camera, and local gure,
Kok Lustrif were rry Slovenian
angling chaperones. Expertise n
Lindance; and From different
perspectives. How cowld I fail?
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Now here is the odd Z‘/)ing) dry #ly. Who eould
have Z‘/]o&(g/ﬂ in Chat vortices of water that a

Given 2hat dry £y reigns supreme,
as 17 Seers o on the Soca, the
approach was a little bit of a
Surprise. Wading is the way o go
.. posSibhy ?aicé/y downstream in
2his Fferocious current. You eoil!
need coading boots iith rea//y‘

cod soles with studs - don
Fool with 2As. And some
Support, be it your trusty quide,
or a wading stafF. Once you

actually reach the Fish (Zrust
your geide 2o help in the
currents) it really is surprising
Hhoew close you can jez‘. OK, not
?aite on top of them, et
certainly (once you have spotted
2he little perishers) aboid Zwo
rod—/eigz‘/ls oed. Then it is a
case o/'casz‘i,g a few Feet ahead
of the position and watching
intently. Trying 2o See a Size Ig

This is 3ra>/ﬂ'n3 Country persontied. Be
2hat the Austrian side, or the Adriatic
Side. There is a difference. The Soca
Fish are designed not Zo be Seen in that
river and Sipularky he darker Unec and
Soava strain. There are rainbows — wild
ones, too. And brown trout and mardled
trout. They do grow 45/3 here, 20/+.
Danctbian salmeon, huchen, grow bigger.

But oh! The grasling.
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dry £y in the careering train of
wdter 15 Z‘rz‘dé}/, Z‘/[o&(g/lv I Found
2 a grea dea/ easier o wdalch
Zhe £Fish fa,{’e Zhe f/y ... Zhen yout
actually krew where your pattern
was .. well, had been. Drag didn't
Seenr Yo be as much an issue as
I would have Lhought; bed by
far the best position, it you
could 36( Zhere, was to be
direc?ly opposite the puarry.

 As with amy 2rip 2Ais was a

/earnfnﬂ curve of massive
proportions. Thad is the nature
of any 2rip, really: richer
e)(/er/enc’,es C¢hat can Chen be
absorded and wsed on Future
occasions. Andy, gpart From the
grandewr of the country — and
3/\/.2/7 Zhe ease of getding Zhere and
Zhe campa)-aff\/e /acé of cost - T
came acony believing a great deal
more in the dry #ly as a genera/
role when 5ra///}3 F£ishing, nat

For just brief; obious inter/udes
when nymphing. I a/So realised
that lens colowur of ones
polarising glasses is crucial. I
had sy Lrusty brown-lensed
3/&255&5 and an a/rléer pafr)‘ not
good. Here, you must have grey if
you want o See your faarry
/43@'/7, proo/‘ /O\S/'Z'/‘Ve 2hat Zhe
n‘3/¢ e?a/pmenz‘ will offer you a
Serious advantaje.

Bt it was the sheer a'fVerSfZ‘y
of waler and Scenery that won

ting dry #ly can draew Fish to the surface like
metdl £ilings Zo a magret. I am not sure why,

in AR current speed, a £ish would want zp o
the surface and snaffle a Ziny ﬂajmeni, bt
Z‘/?an(’ﬁ(//y they do. This is the ﬁy that seems
2o hold their deepest altraction. It is
resiniscent of a Muller rinus a hackle and
J'MSf Sl'mﬁ/y locks like food. .

Soca Dun

Yook: Curved, size 146-15.
Thread: 14/ 0 claret or olive.
Kb Copper or Flat gold Mylar.
Body: Olive a’é(éé/nj.

A)f/g" /.oopec/ cul de canard.

me over. Bear/nj in rund I have
only really mertioned one river and
2hen, only a section in around
Tolmin and Kobrid. There are so
many thers, all with their own
anf?ae Stories to ell and
rrySteries o unravel. And given
the superbly organised quides
who have a uSe of 673//5/1 that
s eméarm55f,5/y 300&, p/z(\s Zhe
closeness of the place, an
opportunty exists for even a
/onj weekend break which is J&(SZ‘

a /ittle different.

Just 2o see the -/‘refg/IZ‘ ~Zrain
current of clear /ca/erea/ blue and
white wdter is actually worth
Zhe 2rip; 2hen you 2hroeo in the
added elements of eager grayling,
reclusive marbled trout, haturting
Scenery and renoconed hasp/‘iaﬁ‘ty,
then even Luton dirport is
Forgiven its fa/r(/s and curiowus

way5 :



